Total synthesis of (+/-)-neovibsanin B.
(+/-)-Neovibsanin B was synthesized based on a DMI-accelerated intramolecular Diels-Alder reaction followed by oxy-Michael addition-lactonization. The synthetic (+/-)-neovibsanin B induced similar morphological changes in NGF-mediated PC12 cells compared with natural (+)-neovibsanin B.